SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING OF

TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2009

Governmental Center, Room 430

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Chair Commissioner Daniel Stermer called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m.  Present was President Gary Resnick, Vice Chair Commissioner Roy Gold, Vice Mayor Lisa Aronson, Vice Mayor George Brummer, Vice Mayor Thomas Dorsett, Mayor Lamar Fisher, Commissioner Jack McCluskey, Mayor Roseann Minnet, Vice Mayor Allegra Murphy, Mayor Judy Paul, Deputy Mayor Donald Rosen, Commissioner Dorothy Ross, Councilmember Susan Starkey, Mr. Robert Behar, Ms. Phyllis Berry, Mr. Ben Chen, Ms. Shelley Eichner, Mr. James Himmel, Dr. Jennifer Jurado, Mr. Javier Rodriguez, Susan Trevarthen, Esquire, Mr. Bert Waters, Ms. Maria Loucraft, Mr. Jerry Criscito, Executive Director Rhonda Calhoun, and Administrative Assistant Sely Mojica.

Chair Stermer introduced Vice Chair Gold and self-introductions were made.  He then presented an overview of the Sustainability Committee and its Subcommittee structure noting that President Resnick’s appointment process created memberships on the Committee that were broad and promote inclusiveness and involvement.  The primary task of the Committee is to develop both a state and local legislative action plan, and each Subcommittee should focus in on 3-5 areas that they believe should be presented to the Board of Directors for inclusion in said plan.  Chair Stermer explained that the agendized Proposed Subcommittee Work Plan/Goals and Objectives were the result of the strategic planning/visioning session attended by the Executive Committee and Chairs/Vice Chairs of Issue Committees.  The Subcommittees will begin to meet individually, and the entire Sustainability Committee will meet again at the end of the process.  

President Resnick reminded the members that municipalities are facing tremendous challenges this year, and that it was important for the Subcommittees to prepare and recommend implementation of action items. 

Chair Stermer briefly explained Weston’s position regarding Senate Bill 360, its implications of unfunded mandates and its unconstitutionality.  As of this date, 5-6 municipalities and/or counties have agreed to sign on to a lawsuit.  

Councilmember Starkey discussed the National League of Cities’ Green Cities Conference and Expo held in April in Portland, Oregon.  The attendees learned that cities of all sizes can practice sustainable urbanism by using an integrated systems approach and planning for smart growth in addition to a municipal leader who can champion the project.  The Conference sessions are available on NLC TV as a package that includes two general sessions and eight workshops.   She also suggested that the Committee work together with the Smart Growth Partnership and Urban Land Institute.

Each Subcommittee Chair provided an overview of their thoughts on the proposed workplan:


Water Conservation Subcommittee Chair Rosen – provide educational direction; work on 3-5 key legislative issues; work more closely with the county and SFWMD; bring in a presenter at each meeting.


Growth Management Subcommittee Chair Brummer – major problem is funding; support for legislation that will increase and generate revenues for municipalities; new construction/concurrency/loss of impact fees.


Green Initiatives Subcommittee Chair Paul – survey of municipalities; make recommendations for legislative action plan; public awareness of League member initiatives and what residents can do to keep the environment safe.

Chair Stermer reminded the group that the Metropolitan Planning Organization is planning towards the year 2035, and that communication on a basic, understandable level to our residents is important.  

President Resnick advised the members of the proposed work of the Political Endorsement Committee to obtain the views of potential candidates via a questionnaire and his efforts to increase awareness in Broward County of what the League does through a public relations campaign.

Mayor Minnet provided an update on the County’s Climate Change Task Force and its website that includes an incredible amount of useful information.  Dr. Jurado spoke of opportunities for participation on subcommittees of the Task Force whose work could result in recommendations with a countywide impact (next meeting in August) and attendance at a regional climate leadership summit currently scheduled for October 23, 2009 to discuss regional coordination, mitigation, and adaptation strategies.

Vice Chair Gold stressed the significance of the legislative action agenda; mentioned that he had attended the National League of Cities Green Cities Conference and Expo; and that additional workshops/seminars will be held during the National League’s Annual Conference.

The Subcommittees then broke into small groups to individually discuss their workplans and meeting schedules.

Water Conservation

Meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of each month at noon at various locations to be determined.  At the first meeting of July 15, 2009, the Subcommittee will consider and vote on topics that will be included in their meeting schedule; decide whether focus will be state or local; review last years’ policy recommendations; will discuss the presentation of a proposal for countywide water conservation; and, Hazen Sawyer report.

Green Initiatives

The Subcommittee reviewed the proposed goals and objectives.  Meetings will be held on the fourth Friday of each month at 11:45 a.m. at the League offices.  At the first meeting of July 24, 2009 the previously-conducted Environmental Survey will be reviewed.  Other initiatives will be public awareness and completing the legislative action plan.  The subcommittee members all offered their input on different areas of important issues for public awareness.  The Subcommittee will further discuss those initiatives at the next meeting. 

Growth Management

First meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 at noon at the League offices.  The Subcommittee workplan will include Senate Bill 360 (2009- concurrency and loss of impact fees) and House Bill 697 (2008-greenhouse gas reduction); 2010 Amendment 4 (Hometown Democracy); encouragement of development and /redevelopment and new construction; transportation linkage with land use; and preparation of “talking points” in connection with growth management when addressing public meetings.

Transportation

First meeting will be held on Monday, July 27, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at Lauderhill City Hall.  A review of progress in connection with last year’s workplan; growth management linkage with land use; the community shuttle bus program; and a regional operations transportation authority will be among some of the issues for discussion.

