BROWARD LEAGUE OF CITIES
Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, September 2, 2010 – 12:00 p.m.
Fire Station 102
1411 SW 11th Way, Deerfield Beach
Minutes of Meeting
Call to Order, Moment of Silent Meditation, Pledge of Allegiance

President Roy Gold called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent meditation at 12:13 p.m.

Roll Call

The roll was called and a quorum was established.

Present were:

Officers:  First Vice President Daniel Stermer, Second Vice President Beth Talabisco (Alternate Pamela Bushnell), Secretary Debby Eisinger and Treasurer Rae Carole Armstrong.  

Board Members/Alternates Present:  Immediate Past President Gary Resnick, Past President Tom Hasis, Mayor Lisa Aronson (Alternate Commissioner Mikkie Belvedere), Commissioner Patricia Asseff (Alternate Commissioner Linda Sherwood), Commissioner Hayward Benson (Alternate Commissioner Dale Holness), Mayor Jack Brady, Vice Mayor George Brummer, Vice Mayor Dan Dodge (Mayor Carmen McGarry), Commissioner Thomas Dorsett, Commissioner Bobby DuBose, Vice Mayor Aster Knight (Alternate Councilmember Doug McKay), Commissioner Ilene Lieberman (Alternate Commissioner Lois Wexler), Vice Mayor Jack McCluskey, Mayor Roseann Minnet, Mayor Allegra Murphy, Mayor Peggy Noland, Commissioner Dotty Ross, Vice Mayor Barbara Sharief, Village Council President Elliot Sokolow, Vice Mayor Susan Starkey, Mayor Joseph Varsallone and Commissioner Patricia Williams.
Board Members Excused:  Past Presidents Commissioner Margaret Bates, Mayor Joy Cooper, Mayor Lori Moseley and Mayor Frank Ortis, Clerk Commissioner Georgina Cohen, Commissioner Donald Rosen, and Mayor Michael Udine.

Board Members Not Present:  Commissioner Bobbie Grace and Mayor Fred Schorr.

Also Present:  Commissioner Gary Frankel, Commissioner Bill Ganz, Rebecca Baer (Congressman Klein’s Office), Laurie Sallarulo and Gary Herman (211 Broward), Legal Counsel Julie Klahr, Administrative Assistant Sely Mojica, Frieda Calder (N.E. Focal Point), Michael Wright (BCHIP), Jane Grant and Lesli Cartaya (Pierson Grant) and the following staff from Deerfield Beach, Chris Dubinsky, Hugh Dunkley, Ada Graham-Johnson, Bob Horbin, Kevin Klopp, and Carl Peter. 
Welcome

Deerfield Beach Mayor Peggy Noland welcomed the Board to Deerfield Beach and their firehouse.  She informed the board she cooked the lunch herself.  She introduced Chris Dubinsky who invited everyone to their Cancer Awareness event on Monday, September 20, 2010.
Special Guest/Presentation

President Gold recognized Laura Sallarullo of 211 Broward.  She informed the Board of the mission of 211 Broward.  211 Broward offers emotional support, crisis intervention, assessment of need, and resource referral 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  She provided data on call volume by city as well as what the call needs were.  They had a 102 percent increase in call volume over the last 5 years, while municipal funding has decreased significantly over that time period.  Laura detailed the benefits of 211 Broward for municipalities, including 24-hour access to help for residents, minimizing the effects of homelessness and crime in neighborhoods, improving community planning – call statistics, unmet needs, gaps in services, reduction of expensive non-emergency  calls to 911, providing assistance  and information to residents before and after disasters, providing information about  municipal services, improving productivity and reducing absenteeism among city employees and providing relief on city employees who accept calls from residents in need.  Laura encouraged everyone to include funding to support 2-1-1 in their city’s general budget and to facilitate communication about 2-1-1 services to their residents.  At the request of the Board Laura will forward the PowerPoint presentation and a web blurb for cities to put on their websites to Administrative Assistant Sely Mojica to forward to the board.
Approval of Minutes 

Upon motion of Councilmember Starkey, seconded by Mayor Murphy the Minutes of the Board Meeting of July 1, 2010 were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer Armstrong presented the Financial Reports for the Period Ended August 31, 2010, and upon motion of First Vice President Stermer, seconded by Vice Mayor McCluskey, the Financial Reports were approved as presented.
New Business & Board Member Requests/Communications
First Vice President Stermer discussed the potential charges from the Broward County Property Appraiser’s office to access information which he believes to be double taxation.  Treasurer Armstrong added that some of the data is collected locally.  Upon motion of First Vice President Stermer, seconded by Vice Mayor Brummer, a motion to send a letter of opposition to every constitutional officer was approved with Commissioner Wexler abstaining from voting.  
Upon motion of Mayor Resnick, seconded by Vice Mayor Brummer a motion to approve a resolution recognizing Broward College’s 50th Anniversary passed.  Mayor Murphy introduced Michael Wright to discuss the Broward County Homeless Initiative Partnership Trust Fund.  He discussed the services they offered and how they are funded.  Mayor Murphy announced that the City of Oakland Park made a donation and she hopes other cities will join her in making a contribution to the Broward County Homeless Initiative Partnership Trust Fund.

Councilmember Starkey discussed the Ethics Resolution that was emailed as back up for the agenda and then removed.  She stated it was an important issue and believed the League needed to discuss it.  Upon motion of Mayor Varsallone, seconded by Vice Mayor Starkey, a motion to bring this resolution forward to the next board meeting passed.

Old Business

Commissioner Anne Sallee submitted a written report on the Broward Pain Clinic Task Force for the Board to review.

President’s Report

President Gold was pleased to announce that Commissioner Vincent Boccard and Commissioner Tom Powers were acquitted of all charges and have returned to the Coral Springs Commission.
Committee Reports
Finance Committee – Treasurer Armstrong highlighted some key points of the 2010-2011 Budget such as continuing with the 15% discount for municipal members, providing General Membership meeting credits, covering lobbying expenses for our members, public relations and other expenses as well as not increasing dues for Associate Members.  Upon motion of Mayor Resnick, seconded by First Vice President Stermer, a motion to approve the 2010-2011 Budget was approved unanimously.
Education Committee – Secretary Eisinger explained the Student Ambassador Program would allow four high school students to attend General Membership and Board meetings to learn more about the Broward League of Cities.  She explained the anticipated cost for these students to attend 10 General Membership meetings would be $1,400.  Upon motion of Mayor Resnick, seconded by Vice Mayor McCluskey a motion to amend the 2010-2011 Budget to include the costs for the Student Ambassador Program passed unanimously.
Scholarship Subcommittee – Secretary Eisinger was pleased to announce the Scholarship Subcommittee is quickly moving forward with the 2011 Scholarship Program and the Scholarship will kick off in conjunction with Florida City Government week, which is October 17-23, 2010.  Mayor Resnick expressed his disappointment with the School Board’s participation in the League’s Scholarship program and suggested writing a letter conveying that.  Mayor Eisinger informed him that the subcommittee has asked Honorable Robin Bartleman to sit on the Scholarship Subcommittee to encourage more participation from the School Board.

Blue & Green Initiatives Subcommittee – Mayor Minnet informed the Board the minutes were in the back up for their review.

Executive Director Report

Sely Mojica advised the committee of the Pros & Cons of the November 2010 Constitutional amendments report by the League of Women Voters.  She also advised the Board of growing concern of possible Ethic violations because of General Membership meeting reception sponsors.  The Board asked Legal Counsel for an opinion.  Mayor Resnick also asked Legal Counsel for an opinion on conflicts with the Executive Director serving as Executive Director and a Commissioner of Broward Health.
Legal Counsel Report
Julie Klahr briefly discussed the memo on electioneering and red light cameras.  She also discussed the Fire Rescue Special Assessments.  
Public Relations Report

Jane Grant highlighted some of the recent media and upcoming op-ed pieces.  She encouraged Board Members to bring forward any important issues and to become friends with the Broward League of Cities on Facebook.  

The meeting adjourned at 1:27 p.m.
